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Welcome to the first newsletter for 2021. The students and 
staff have settled into the school year well. Our assembly 
on 27 January saw almost 1,000 students come together to 
hear from our student leaders and a 2020 graduant and 
former school captain Li-Ann Ching. Students and staff have 
had the opportunity to use the two buildings, the Middle 
School and General/Digital (photos further in newsletter). 
Stage 1 of the Capital Works Program is completed with the 
second stage, the Senior Floor, well advanced and due to be 
handed over in early March. This will see our senior school 
students relocated into a purpose designed area supporting 
study and other learning programs. Preliminary grounds 
works for Stage 3 which is the redeveloped Performing Arts 
Centre and administration have commenced. Students are 
navigating the school cautiously as there is no direct access 
through the middle of our school. We anticipate that this 
will be the case until the end of October this year. I have 
been impressed with the responsible way the students have 
taken on the additional walking distances as they move 
from the top to bottom end of the school. 

Our SACE Stage 2 results were very pleasing and given the 
challenge of the COVID year, were a testimony to the 
commitment of students and staff to stay the course. A 
summary of the results include: 

 100% SACE completion with all students achieving their 
Certificate of Education. 

 An increase in the percentage of A Band, (A+, A and A-) 
grades from 2019 by 6.38%. 

 An increase in the percentage of A and B Band grades 
from 2019 of 1.96%. 

 104 students achieved at least an A Band grade with 44 
students getting two or more. 

 For tertiary applications 85.4% of students were offered 
their first preference and 7.3% their second preference. 

The top ATAR of 98.6 was achieved by Brandon Lane who 
also got a Merit for Physics. 

The 2020 Class of Year 12 are to be congratulated on their 
commitment, perseverance and tenacity in achieving their 
SACE in the more complex context of COVID-19. I would also 
like to acknowledge the support of families and our Year 12 
students. We got to celebrate their achievements at the 
Adelaide Town Hall on 10 February. 

This year will see: 

 The finalisation of the Capital Works redevelopment in 
preparation for the 2022 school year. 

 Ongoing work moving our candidacy to authorisation 
for delivery of the International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme for 2022. This will see our authorisation 
visit occur mid year. 

 Preparation for the Year 7’s coming to our school in 
2022 including curriculum development and 
documentation, and transition. 

 Changes to support for student learning. 
We are hoping that the interruptions that occurred in 2020 
due to COVID-19 are behind us. It is important that if 
students are not well that they stay at home to minimise 
the risk to others.
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STAFFING 
This year we have a number of staff new and returning to the school. They include: 

NEW TEACHERS 

 Nicholas (Nick) Jackaman teaching English. 
 Emma Kinge as the Student Wellbeing Leader and teaching Food and Hospitality. 
 Megan Jacques as the Learning Inclusion Leader teaching a range of programs to support students. 
 Paul Barnham teaching visual arts. 
 Vanessa Ingram as Year 7 Innovation and Transition Leader and teaching English. 
 Hugh Pike teaching English and French. 
 Briony Bryant as the Health and Physical Education Leader and teaching Health and Physical Education. 

NEW SUPPORT STAFF 

 Steve Jaggard in learning support 
 Debra (Deb) Coad as the Youth Worker for the senior school 
 Caroline Denvir in student services 

WELCOME BACK 

 Hayley Simmons 
 Sarah Lui 
 Simon Wood 
 Claire Bennett 
 Sally Richardson 
 Keith South 
 Laura Harlow 
 Jonica Robson 
 Sarah Shillabeer 
 Anna Cocks 
 Rachel DeFazio 

TERM 1 STAFF UPDATE 

The following staff are on leave for term 1: 

 Raphael Zadey 
 Jenny Palmer 
 Nina Mlynowskyj 
 Cathy Rowley 

LEADERSHIP FOR 2021 
EXECUTIVE TEAM 

 Marion Coady, Principal 
 Cassie Dickeson, Deputy Principal 
 Shauna Thompson, Assistant Principal Middle School and 8-12 Wellbeing 
 Fran Charlton, Assistant Principal Senior School Innovation and 8-12 Career Ed 
 Ryan Brown, Assistant Principal Innovation in Curriculum and Pedagogy 
 Jarrod Chave, Assistant Principal School Operations and STEM 
 Lee Pope, Business Leader 
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CURRICULUM LEADERSHIP 

 Jarrod Chave, Science and Design and Technology 
 Shannyn Siemens, Mathematics 
 Briony Bryant, Health and Physical Education 
 TBA, HASS 
 Rebecca Smitran, English/EALD 
 Kate Lonergan, LOTE 
 Steve Kammermann, the Arts 
 Fran Charlton, Cross Disciplinary relating to Research Practices and Project, Workplace Practices and 

Community Studies 
 Sam Eliades, Personal Learning Plan 
 Kass Holmes, VET 

 

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP RELATED TO STUDENT WELLBEING: 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 Vanessa Ingram, Year 7 
 Jen Shinnick, Year 8 
 Shauna Thompson, Year 8 and 9 

SENIOR SCHOOL 

 Sam Eliades, Year 10 
 Fran Charlton 
 Julie Mohtasham, Year 11 
 Hayley Baker, Year 12 

IGNITE 

 Kathryn Lamb 
 Rebecca Smitran 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING SUPPORT 

 Megan Jacques 
 
 

WELLBEING LEADERS 

 Emma Kinge 
 Troy Jacques 

 

ASTI STUDENT AND FAMILY SUPPORT 

 Azra Rochester 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Congratulations to Josh (Year 11) who has been awarded a STEM 
scholarship for 2021-2022. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
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CALENDAR DATES 
 

TERM 1 2021 

Saturday 20/02/2021 Year 6 IGNITE Test 

Saturday 27/02/2021 Year 7 IGNITE Test 

Wednesday 03/03/2021 6.30pm Parent Night – Year 6 into 7 

Thursday 04/03/2021 Whole School Sports Day, Happy Valley Oval 

Friday 05/03/2021 STUDENT FREE DAY 

Monday 08/03/2021 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 09/03/2021 5.30pm-6.30pm Finance Meeting 

Thursday 11/03/2021 9.00am-10.30am Principal Tour 

Thursday 11/03/2021 11.30am-7.30pm PLP Round Tables 

Tuesday 16/03/2021 7.00pm-8.30pm Governing Council 

Wednesday 17/03/2021 9.00am-10.30am Principal Tour 

Tuesday 23/03/2021 5.30pm-7.30pm Open Night 1 

Thursday 25/03/2021 7.00pm-9.00pm Drama Production – Year 11 & 12, Domain Theatre 

Tuesday 30/03/2021 5.30pm-7.30pm Open Night 2 

Friday 02/04/2021 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Monday 05/04/2021 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 06/04/2021 9.00am-10.30am Principal Tour 

Tuesday 06/04/2021 3.30pm-7.30pm Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 07/04/2021 6.30pm-8.30pm Band, Percussion & Soloists Stage 2 Assessment Night 

Friday 09/04/2021 2.15pm TERM 1 CONCLUDES 

  

**OPEN NIGHT** 
 

TUESDAY, 23 MARCH 
& 

TUESDAY, 30 MARCH 
 

5.30PM-7.30PM 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION TRAINING 
School Based Apprenticeship and Traineeship 
Students from many VET courses often have the opportunity to apply for a school-based 
apprenticeship or traineeship. Some VET courses require students to do placement to gain 
‘hands on’ experience and develop skills for the industry. While out on placement 
employers have the opportunity to train hard working and dedicated students that they 
want to keep and so they offer to take them on as apprentices/trainees. There are 
currently 3 students at APHS who are completing an apprenticeship and we now have 4 
more students who have been offered this opportunity.  

Angelina Summerton and Marshall Steer are now completing a school-based traineeship 
in Early Childhood Education. Their goals are to one day become teachers. Last year they 
had been completing the Cert II Community Services course and applied for the positions 
with Happy Haven when it was advertised. Angelina completed an application and was 
then short listed for an interview. With her great presentation skills and all the knowledge 
and skills from her course she was offered a position for 2021. Marshall applied early this 
year as there were still vacancies and he too was offered a traineeship. They will be 
completing the Certificate III in Early Childhood Educational Care as well as being paid 
while on placement. This course will also go towards their ATAR for university for 2022. 

Lizzie Haines Hann and Jamie Sewer have been offered a school-based traineeship in 
Certificate III Individual Support (Disability). Both students were interested in enrolling 
into the Certificate III Individual Support (Disability) course when an opportunity was 
presented from MINDA to apply for a traineeship. They applied through the VET 
Coordinator and both were invited for an interview. 

In 2020 Jamie completed the Certificate II Community Services course which had her 
complete structured work placement as part of the learning. It had shown her she was 
keen to work with people who need support and assistance. Lizzie has wanted to gain 
employment in the industry of helping people and this course will introduce her to the 
many ways people can help others.  

We would like to congratulate all four students on their achievements and wish them a 
great year with their study and work commitments. 

If you are interested in apprenticeships/traineeship opportunities or learning more about 
VET please contact Kass Holmes the VET Leader on kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au or ring 
the school to speak to her. 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 2022 
Ryan Brown, Assistant Principal 

Aberfoyle Park High School are approaching the authorisation phase to be accredited as a IB ‘World School.’ The 
school became a candidate to deliver the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme in 2019, and if successful 
in attaining this accreditation, the school intend to deliver the programme in 2022. 

The International Baccalaureate is a two-year secondary study program available to Year 11 and 12 students with a 
strong international focus. Students undertake study in six subjects: English, Languages, Mathematics, Science, 
Humanities and the Arts, along with a core subject line which aims to develop student thinking and research skills. 
The programme promotes active values such as reflecting, caring and communicating while also encouraging active 
contribution to society. 

Offering the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme presents a unique opportunity for Aberfoyle Park High 
School students to attain an international qualification and develop attributes and dispositions in an academically 
rigorous context that will support them beyond school. 

As the authorisation process continues this year, Aberfoyle Park High School will facilitate a number of information 
opportunities, from physical and digital publications to information evenings for interested parents and students. 
Please lookout in the coming months for further information on the programme. For any questions, feel free to 
contact Ryan Brown, Assistant Principal. 

mailto:kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au
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LIBRARY SERVICES 
Adrienne Kajewski, Teacher Librarian 

On behalf of the library staff, I would like to welcome all our new and returning students and families to the school.  

Our school library offers a shared library experience with the public library, which means students have automatic 
membership to the Onecard Public Library Catalogue including books, magazines, DVD's eBooks and eMagazines. Links 
to the apps, that you can use to access this material, can be found via the library page on our school website, or the 
Onkaparinga Libraries website. 

Textbooks and daily borrow laptops may be borrowed during school hours from the school service desk, all other items 
are available during regular public library hours. A Teacher Librarian is available to support student research skills, 
including finding and referencing a range of academic, government and media publications. 

The Premier's Reading Challenge has started for 2021 and students are encouraged to participate across all year levels 
from Year 8 to Year 12. Record sheets can be collected and returned at the school library desk until 3 September 2021, 
however we will provide further updates and reminders throughout the year. 

We invite you to visit and see what we are doing for you in the library this year. 

E-SAFETY COMMISSIONER’S WEBSITE 
Matt Peters, Pastoral Care Worker 
For those that don’t know me my name is Matt Peters and I am the Pastoral Care Worker at Aberfoyle Park High 
School.  I am based in the Student Wellbeing Offices, next to Learning Support. My main days at the school are 
Mondays and Thursdays. I am here to provide support to the school community- students, staff and families. 

This newsletter I would love to highlight the e-Safety Commissioner’s Website. It is a great tool for parents and 
students navigating the benefits and potential problems or dangers from using online technology. You can access this 
website at www.esafety.gov.au and you will find some great resources, especially for parents. 

https://onecard.network/client/en_AU/onkaparinga/
http://www.esafety.gov.au/
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YEAR 12 GRADUATION AND SENIOR SCHOOL AWARD NIGHT 
Fran Charlton, Assistant Principal Senior School Innovation & 8-12 Career Ed 

On Wednesday 10 February Aberfoyle Park High School held the Year 12 Graduation and Award Night at the Adelaide 
Town Hall. 

We would like to thank the following Special Guests for attending:  

 Mayor Erin Thompson, City of Onkaparinga 
 Ms Vonnie Dolling, Education Director, Department for Education 
 Mr Steve Murray, MP, State Member for Davenport 
 Ms Nat Cook, MP, State Member for Hurtle Vale and Shadow Minister of Human Services 
 Ms Wendy Looi-Penhall, Chairperson, Aberfoyle Park High School Governing Council and other Governing 

Council members in Attendance 
It was lovely to be able to farewell our graduating students as they embark on their future pathway. 

We congratulate the following students on their achievements. 

Subject awards are presented to the student with the highest grade within the Stage 2 Subject. 

Subject Award Recipient 

Child Studies Courtney Krischock 

Community Studies A Ebony Hunter 

Community Studies B Amelia Bowen 

Creative Arts Casey Ward 

Dance Caitlin Muir 

Digital Technologies Grant Williams 

Drama Brenna Underdown 

Essential Mathematics Alisha Williams 

Health Skye Leong 

Industry and Entrepreneurial Design Solutions Carson Gardiner 

Integrated Learning Jacob Steer 

Legal Studies Shai Wittles 

Material Solutions Aaron Sweeney 

Music Performance Ensemble Max Magee 

Music Performance Solo Tyler Jones 

Physical Education Ajit Karthikeyan 

Psychology Cassie Spada 

Research Project A Jasmin Glatzer-Allard 

Research Project B Wellington Zhande 

Tourism Adarsh Parekh 

Visual Arts Lee D’Sylva 

Workplace Practices Tallis Enders 

Ancient Studies Kurt Maiden 

Modern History Kurt Maiden 
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Chemistry Estella Duiker 

Mathematical Methods Estella Duiker 

Digital Communication Solutions Kayla Kluge 

Food and Hospitality Kayla Kluge 

English Li Ann Ching 

General Mathematics Li Ann Ching 

Japanese (continuers) Kaustubh Vydyam 

Music Explorations Kaustubh Vydyam 

Physics Brandon Lane 

Specialist Mathematics Brandon Lane 

Biology Angel Joshy 

English Literary Studies Angel Joshy 

Spanish (continuers) Angel Joshy 

Extension Studies  

 

Paris Chadwick 

Cleary Molloy 

Madeleine Plowman 

Bryce Wickstein 

School Based Apprentice/Trainee Rychelle Buttfield 

Vocational Education and Training Jacob Brown 

Essential English Jacob Brown 

 

SPECIAL AWARDS 
Sports Award - Saif Jaseem 
The SPORTS AWARD is presented in recognition of a student’s involvement and commitment to multiple school sporting 
events and contribution to the Aberfoyle Park High School Sports Program. The student receiving this award has 
represented Aberfoyle Park High School in many sporting teams including netball, soccer and futsal. He has also 
mentored and coached some of our junior soccer teams. He was also voted in by his peers as the Moneghetti Sports 
Day House Captain, where he demonstrated leadership skills in the lead up to Sports Day and on the day itself by 
competing in many events. 
 
Elite Sports Award - Matthew Fox 
The ELITE SPORTS AWARD is in recognition of a student’s elite achievement at a National or International level in Service, 
Competition or Representing Australia. The student receiving this award has represented Australia in BMX riding, and 
has won the state titles twice. At a national level he placed 4th twice and 6th once. 
 
School Service Award - Li Ann Ching 
The SCHOOL SERVICE AWARD is in recognition of a student’s ongoing contribution and commitment to Aberfoyle Park 
High School and its Community. It recognises leadership, teamwork and community service. The student receiving this 
award has been consistently involved in student leadership and in student groups while at high school. She has 
supported a range of school events including IGNITE activities. She is well respected by the staff at Aberfoyle and is an 
excellent ambassador for the school and role model to other students. While devoting time to her leadership roles, she 
maintained excellent academic achievement which is admirable in a normal year, but even more so during last year. 
She has volunteered her time at the morning breakfast program, and has monitored and posted on the schools 
Instagram account (along with Carson). She also works hard to ensure students feel their voices are heard. 
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Contribution to Leadership Award - Li Ann Ching, Carson Gardiner, Ajit Karthikeyan, Wellington Zhande 
This award is donated and sponsored by Steve Murray MP, State Member for Davenport. The award is presented for 
student’s contribution to service to school as School Captains and Vice Captains for 2020. Involvement from these 
students includes attendance at Governing Council meetings, Open Nights, Government House function and many 
other school functions held throughout last year. 
 
ADF Long Tan Award Year 10 & 12 - Year 10 student Josh Harvey-Eddy and Year 12 student India Chapple 
ADF LONG TAN LEADERSHIP AND TEAMWORK AWARDS. These awards recognise students who demonstrate the highest 
level of leadership and teamwork within both the school and broader community and who display strong values, such 
as doing one’s best, respect for others and mateship attributes which are integral to Australian Society. The students 
receiving these awards have demonstrated the highest level of leadership and uphold the school values of respect, care 
and compassion and honesty. In addition to this they have excelled in their leadership roles at Aberfoyle Park High 
School this year. 
 
Adam Joseph Award – India Chapple 
The Adam Joseph Award has been created to honour the memory 
of a past student at Aberfoyle Park High School. Adam attended 
Aberfoyle Park High School from 2011 until 2016 when he 
graduated with his SACE. He was passionate about sport, any 
sport available, both school and interschool sport. Soccer was his 
main focus. Adam was actively involved in the Noarlunga United 
Soccer Cub.  

He did not allow his physical disability to stop him from pursuing 
his passions and was always waiting for the next sporting 
opportunity 

Adam was tragically taken in a car accident late in 2018. 

He was an inspiration to all those who knew him both staff and 
students. 

India was a worthy recipient of this award. 

 
ATSI Indigenous Award - Diana Hunt 
ATSI Indigenous Award. The recipient of this award leads by example for other Aboriginal students. She works tirelessly 
supporting and promoting Aboriginal issues whilst also participating in online learning with Open Access studying Stage 
2 Aboriginal Studies. She has been selected for the Waalarra Award, Aboriginal Summer School for excellence in 
Technology and Science, attended a Science trip with the school to Singapore and is a strong role model for Aboriginal 
students not only at APHS, but state wide. 
 
International Student of the Year Award – Tom Zhai 
This student arrived in Year 10 from China as a shy and quiet boy and three years later is now a confident young man. 
He has been highly successful in his studies by embracing opportunities to improve his learning such as attending lunch 
time tutorials and the Learning Hub. When asked to provide words to describe this student, his teachers supplied many: 
wonderful, well-mannered, polite, cooperative, mature, self-driven, resourceful, generous, resilient, persistent and a 
desire to succeed. While reserved, it is also clear that he is well-liked by his classmates, in fact Mr Nielson says Tom was 
the most popular in his class! We wish Tom all the best with his future. 
 
Vicki Ryan Award of Courage - Danielle Pehar 
The VICKI RYAN AWARD OF COURAGE is presented in honour of Vicki Ryan, who sadly passed away from Cancer whilst 
a student at Aberfoyle Park High School.  It acknowledges and recognises outstanding levels of commitment, courage 
and perseverance. The student receiving this award has much to be proud of, her persistence in her studies, 
continuously seeking support and clarification from all her teachers. She shows determination to overcome challenges 
and staff who teach her comment on how far she has come in her learning through dedication, hard work and 
persistence. She has shown a genuine desire to succeed and work towards her post school goals. 
 
  

Adam Joseph Award - India Chapple 
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Zonta Club of Noarlunga Southern Vales Award for Resilience and Resourcefulness - Indieya Smith 
This award is in recognition of a female student for commitment and community service.  

This award is made possible through the generosity of ZONTA, a global service organisation which seeks to enrich 
community life and enhance the personal and professional skills of women worldwide. 

This student has undertaken volunteer work in many different and varied places. She has supported a gardening 
business and while also developing skills for the industry. From her volunteering work she has gained carpentry, painting 
and paving skills. Last year this student volunteered and supported the Ice Factor team, which included mentoring of 
combined year 9 and 10 students all new to the game. This student attended training and utilising their leadership skills 
coached and supported these students to develop skills. The student also undertook volunteer work at Marion Bunnings 
to develop retail skills. Due to their outstanding customer service skills they were presented with an award, which had 
never been won by a volunteer before. Last year the student volunteered at the Aberfoyle Hub Op Shop and assisted 
with jobs and tasks whenever possible. 

 
Demonstrating High Levels of School Values - Angel Joshy 
Nat Cook, State member for Hurtle Vale and Shadow Minister for Human Services has donated and sponsored the next 
award for demonstrating high levels of school values. The recipient of this award always attends to school matters 
promptly throughout her 5 years at APHS, she balances his academic studies while demonstrating our school values of 
Respect, Care and compassion and honest towards her peers as well as staff. The student is always pleasant and positive 
and these qualities are appreciated by both her peers and staff. 
 
Caltex All Rounder Award - Kaitlyn Smith 
The CALTEX ALL ROUNDER AWARD recognises a student who has shown excellence across all areas of school life 
including studies, sport, community service, conduct and leadership. 
 
This person is a dedicated student who works hard in all areas of her life. She has achieved outstanding results in all 
school subjects and strives to do her best. For several years she has also coached and umpired school sport and has 
been a valuable team member in the Open Netball team. She has demonstrated her leadership skills by supporting the 
growth of the Boys Netball, coaching and training teams to assist with developing their skills. She has also studied 
Certificate III in Early Childhood and Educational Care with her goal of become a primary school teacher. Both her VET 
Trainer and supervisors at placements have found her skills to be outstanding and a natural for working with children. 
She has also incorporated the school values of respect, care and compassion and honesty in all areas of her life which 
has been demonstrated with her achievements of 2020. 

 
Rotary Award for Excellence in Mathematics – Brandon 
Lane 
The Rotary Award for Mathematics. This award is presented 
to a student continuing the study of Mathematics at a 
tertiary level. This award is donated by the late Mr Clinch 
who had a passion for Maths and a desire to see young 
people continue with their studies in this area. The recipient 
of this award has selected to study a Bachelor of 
Engineering (Robotics, Maths) at Flinders University this 
year.  We wish him well in this endeavour. 

 
  

Rotary Award for Excellence in Mathematics – Brandon Lane 
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Principal’s Award -  Haripriya Vemparala 
The Principal’s Award is presented each year for Best 
Endeavour in a final year. It acknowledges the student who 
has demonstrated a strong commitment and application to 
their academic studies, and who has also made a 
contribution to the school through involvement in support 
of her peers through a sometimes difficult and stressful 
year. The student receiving this award certainly meets the 
criteria of this award by being a high achiever in her Stage 2 
subjects, and modelling our school values of Respect, Care, 
Compassion and Honesty. She has also been a part of our 
successful debating team and is one of our valedictorians for 
the evening. 

 

DUX of the School Award 2019 - Isabella Simkin 
Isabelle completed her SACE at Aberfoyle Park in 2019 
studying Extension Studies at Flinders University and 
achieving High Distinctions for these subjects. She also 
achieved A grades at Stage 2 for English Literary Studies, 
Psychology, General Mathematics and Biology achieving 
an ATAR of 99.25. She is now studying an advanced course 
in Health and Medical Science at Adelaide University. She 
is also receiving a University of Adelaide Principals 
Scholarship in 2019 to assist with her studies. 

 

 
DUX of the School Award 2020 – Brandon Lane 
The Dux of 2020 was awarded with an ATAR of 98.60. The 
recipient received a Merit in Physics and was a high achiever 
in all his Stage 2 subjects last year. A wonderful 
demonstration of resilience and determination in a 
challenging year. Congratulations to the Dux of 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank the Senior School Team of: Fran Charlton, Julie Mohtasham, Oksana Kaczmarsky, Sam Eliades, 
Brian Stratfold, Kass Holmes and Sarah Johnson for their work in organising this event.  

Thank you to the Aberfoyle Park High School staff who came and supported this event including the Year 12 Care Group 
teachers. 

If you would like to order photos please use the below link: 

Web: https://www.eventphoto.com.au/   Password: aberfoyle20 

Principal's Award - Haripriya Vemparala 

DUX of the School Award 2019 - Isabelle Simkin 

DUX of the School Award 2020 - Brandon Lane 

https://www.eventphoto.com.au/
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CHESS CLUB TOURNAMENT 
Kathryn Lamb, IGNITE Leader 

In 2020, the Aberfoyle Park High School Chess Club continued to develop and attract new members.  A highlight was an 
exciting tournament which took place at the end of last term when competitors demonstrated some impressive chess 
strategies.  Congratulations to winners; Yuvraj (1st place) and Ashwin (2nd place). Also, thank you to Rhys (runner-up) for 
helping to organise this tournament and to Aswhin for the below report.  It is hoped that new players will continue to join 
and further tournaments will take place this year.  This is an opportunity for players to improve their problem-solving skills, 
memory and concentration levels.  Chess club takes place every Wednesday lunchtime and all students are welcome.   

 

Aswhin, Year 10 (IGNITE)  

The former year’s chess season concluded with a tournament of epic proportions culminating in a showdown between 
Ashwin and Yuvraj. For those uninitiated in chess literature, time constraints are imposed to ensure the game does not 
extend indefinitely. Therefore, a blitz parameter was adopted for the tournament, 15 min/ 2 sec increment 
respectively. Following a tribulating sequence of games, the ledger was drawn 1 – 1. The chess phenomenon Yuvraj 
had studied a diversity of openings and tactical maneuvers preliminary to the deciding game. Ashwin relied upon 
tactical intuition to convert positions to his advantage; regardless, only one could claim the laurel of champion. The 
game commenced with high stakes – a fatal blunder by Ashwin crippled his king-side flank and Yuvraj capitalised, 
encroaching the exploited territory. Notwithstanding, a silver lining remained to alter the fabric of the game; 
unfortunately, the opportunity was discarded and precipitated a swift fall. Yuvraj was crowned champion and Ashwin 
designated close runner-up.  

The game of chess confers innumerable benefits, implicitly teaching the virtues of patience, strategy and perspective 
shift which are all critical in daily life. Cognitive amelioration and mental stimulation are renowned benefits of chess 
and it holistically enhances academic proficiency.  

“Chess isn’t always competitive; chess can also be beautiful”, Beth Harmon, The Queen’s Gambit. 
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CAPITAL WORKS PHOTOS 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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GENERAL & DIGITAL 

 

                         SENIOR FLOOR 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS  
Sarah Johnson, Senior School Reception and International Secretary 

HOST FAMILIES 
Do you have a spare room? Would you like to share South Australian life with a Japanese student? We are growing our 
homestay network and are continually recruiting new host families to participate in the International Study Tour 
Program by hosting Japanese high school students. Study Tours are usually for two weeks during July/August each year. 
During this time they will experience Australian school and family life and participate in excursions and school activities. 
As some students would have not visited Australia before it gives them a chance to learn a different culture, practice 
their English skills and live the Australian life for the duration of their visit. 
For the duration of their visit the students stay with accredited host families which are organised through the school. 
The students are usually between 15 and 17 years of age. 

Here is a testimonial from a Homestay family: 

‘We have been hosting international students for the past three years and it has been an amazing experience for everyone 
in the family. We found that hosting has brought us together as a family and we feel our family has grown substantially 
with members all over the world. For anyone thinking of hosting we say “Give it a go”, you will not regret it. It is such a 
wonderful experience and it will enrich your lives’.  The Siemensma family 

Host families receive a reimbursement of approximately $250 a week to cover out of pocket expenses such as groceries, 
entrance fees to tourist attractions and other expenses incurred whilst hosting a student. 

If you would like more information on how to apply to become an accredited host family for future Study Tours please 
contact Sarah Johnson, International Secretary on 8270 4455 (select option 3) or sarah.johnson@aphs.sa.edu.au for an 
information pack.  

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM 
We would like to say a big thank you to all the host families who hosted last year’s International students through the 
challenging COVID outbreak. 
 
INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM AT ABERFOYLE PARK HIGH SCHOOL 
In the absence of International students at 
Aberfoyle Park High School the current international 
ambassadors will be looking at running some 
International events throughout the year. 

The International Program at Aberfoyle Park High 
School would not be the same without the support 
of our International Ambassadors.  Students from all 
year levels volunteer their time to be part of the 
International Program. This involves ‘buddying up’ 
with new international students when they arrive, 
helping them find their way around school and 
generally make the international students feel 
welcome. We are looking for new International 
Ambassador especially in the middle school year 
levels. 

If you would like to apply to be an International Ambassador please contact: 

kate.lonergan@aphs.sa.edu.au the International Student Program Manager. 
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BRAINSTORM PRODUCTIONS 
Jen Shinnick, Year 8 Leader 

On 22 February Brainstorm Productions will be 
presenting their student wellbeing performance 
'Cyberia' for Year 8 and Year 9 students. 

 'Cyberia' is a live theatre experience that addresses 
mental health, (cyber)bullying, impulse control and the 
responsible use of technology. 

 Anxious and struggling with impulse control, Ruby is in 
danger of damaging her digital reputation. For Ruby's 
brother Tim, a lack of sleep and social interaction lead 
to mistakes, scams and misunderstandings online. He 
becomes isolated and withdraws into gaming. Tim and 
Ruby must restore their dignity, privacy and relationships if they are to find their way back from Cyberia. 

 'Cyberia' is part of our student wellbeing curriculum and has been developed by education and mental health 
professionals. Real student experiences are woven together to create a compelling narrative and theatrical experience. 
The performance poses questions about how we treat ourselves and others, both online and offline, and encourages 
resilience and positive relationships. 

 If you would like to know more about Brainstorm Productions, you can visit their website: 
brainstormproductions.edu.au, or their Facebook page: facebook.com/Brainstorm.Productions.  

 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL TUTORING 
Shauna Thompson, Assistant Principal 

On Tuesday 9 February the Middle School Literacy and Numeracy tutoring resumed for 2021, operating every Tuesday 
afternoon from 2.30pm until 4.00pm in the glass classroom of the library. 

Claire Bennett, who works at APHS as an SSO will be the staff member that will support the students with their learning 
during these sessions. 

This is a great opportunity for students to get some support and assistance with their learning, homework or 
assignments. 

Please note that this is voluntary and students do not have to attend every week unless they wish to. 

It would be great to see students there. 

 
  

https://www.brainstormproductions.edu.au/
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